

   (Tips for improving your multimedia presentation)

1. Content counts big time! Begin by preparing a storyboard (see attached sheets). Focus on your content. Make sure your presentation shows evidence of solid research and your own high-level thought.

2. Know your message. What is the essential question? Or, what is your thesis (message)? 

3. Spelling errors look even worse when projected! Proofread like crazy.

4. Respect copyright by citing every piece of borrowed text as well as every piece of media you use, other than copyright-free clip art. Your final slide must be a bibliography slide—this gives recognition concerning which sources, sites, books, etc. your group used and extracted (gathered) information from in order to make your persuasive power point. The correct format is located in the following three places: in the Ski to Sea project under “Gathering” (noted MLA Citation), in the library folder, or your own personal pink packet that was handed out to you at the beginning of the year. 

5. Your text inside the power point must be typed in black. Use a legible font between 16-20 depending upon the style—no smaller and no larger, please. Styles that have been successful: Tempus Sans ITC-20, Times New Roman-22, Verdana-18, Poor Richard-20. All bullets should be readable from the back of the room.

6. Please do not have your text appear in section i.e. “slide in” one section at a time. It’s not a suspense type assignment, so this is more of a distraction than a plus for your presentation.

7. The background colored must be “eye friendly”, which means pastels (light colors); so no vibrant reds, purples, dark greens, brilliant oranges or brilliant yellows. Color is intended to add to the appeal; not take away.

8.** Once you have chosen a light color for your background; stick with that color throughout your power point text. Choose a consistent look that enhances rather than detracts from your theme. All slides and transitions should look as if they are part of the same presentation. 

 9. If you desire to add graphics than make sure it is to enhance your presentation. Remember, the key is the persuasive message (written text), not added “fluff”—unimportant graphics. Create and use original art. Your own drawings and digital photographs pack far more punch than overused clip art. Please do not have moving graphics.

10. Power point is more powerful in the hands of a powerful presenter. Practice! Rehearse in front of family members, friends, or even a mirror. Speak clearly and slowly (it’s not a race).

11. Having index cards to read from will make a better presentation then reading off of the screen/slide, but don’t read straight from your notes. Have some eye contact with your audience. The audience can read your slide, while listening to your oral presentation. Furthermore, this allows you to face the audience, pause and add further detail where you feel is would be helpful. 
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